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INTRODUCTION
A. Set the Mood 

1. Reflective lead on transcendental controversy using a quote
2. Reflect on transcendental controversy and how it ties in with strengths& weaknesses


3. Summarize beliefs of Emerson, Thoreau, and Whitman and a plot summary of Dead Poets Society
4. Despite society’s belief in conformity and the weaknesses of transcendentalist philosophies of Thoreau, Emerson, and Whitman concentrated on the strengths in the individual versus society and this is clearly demonstrated by the plot developments in Dead Poets Society.  
 





 
II. BODY OF SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS  
           

A.  Supports Structure of Thesis: 

1. Statement: Briefly state beliefs of Emerson and Thoreau
2. Example: For example when Emerson said, “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little…” (Emerson 366).

3. Explanation: This shows realizing when one way does not work …
4. Example: For example when Thoreau said, “Men generally, under such a government at this, think that they…” (Thoreau 373).
5. Explanation: This shows Emerson states that men make decisions based on what other people think…
B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: How Dead Poets Society and Whitman relate to Emerson and Thoreau.
2. Example: For example when Neil said,” For the first time in my life, I know what I want…” (Weir) 
3. Explanation: This shows Neil, a character in Dead Poets Society is always use…
4. Example: For example when Whitman said, “My tongue, every atom of my blood, form’d from this soil…” (Whitman 6-13).
5. Explanation: This shows transcendentalism is not about doing what is good or bad for…
C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Transcendentalists focused mostly on the strengths of individual rather than society.
2. Example: For example when Thoreau said, “It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for…” (Thoreau 732).
3. Explanation: This shows Believing that you should not follow any rules people set for...
4. Example: For example when Emerson said, “What I must do is that concerns me, not what the…” (Emerson 365).
5. Explanation: This shows strength and this quote represents is that people should…
D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Society looked down upon philosophers like Thoreau, Emerson, and Whitman as well as their beliefs; they saw transcendentalism as a weakness.
2. Example: For example when Mr. John Keating said, “Sucking all the marrow out of life doesn't mean…” (Weir)
3. Explanation: This shows Transcendentalism is about seizing the day and….
4. Example: For example when Thoreau said, “I was put into jail once on this account, foe one night…” (Thoreau 375).
5. Explanation: This shows One down side to transcendentalism is the…
D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: Even though many people do believe in Transcendentalism, there are many people who look down on it.
2. Example: For example when Mahatma Gandhi says, “I cannot teach you violence, as I do not myself believe in it. I can only teach you not to bow your heads before any one even at the cost of your life.” (Gandhi. “Indian political and spiritual leader” (1869 - 1948)).
3. Explanation: This shows Transcendentalists do not believe in violence, although they do believe it is alright for one to break the law for something they strongly believe in. Also, if one breaks the law there consequences, which are to be accepted with understanding. Transcendentalists simply want to live their lives free and make decisions about only themselves without having to think about what will happen to others. They believe in the strength of the individual and each one has the power to control their own happiness.
4. Example: For example when “It may be that we are puppets-puppets controlled by the strings of society. But at least we are puppets with perception, with awareness. And perhaps our awareness is the first step to our liberation” (Stanley Milgram)
5. Explanation: This shows that some people do not agree with transcendentalism. In fact, some people despise it. This is due to the fact that transcendentalists look out for themselves first and foremost. This would mean that some of the things they might do might not be good for other people. For instance if one participates in a protest for something they believe it may not be what someone else believes. Also, transcendentalists are viewed as naïve, they believe there is some sort of good in all people. While other people may not believe everyone has the capability to be good.   
III. CONCLUSION
A. Close the Mood   
1. Although society believes in conformity and the weaknesses of the transcendentalist philosophies of Thoreau, Emerson, and Whitman focus on the strengths in the individual against society and this is clearly established in the plot developments in Dead Poets Society.  
2. Explaining and reflecting on what thesis states about strengths and weaknesses along with transcendental philosophies.
3. Transcendentalism is like a buffet, there are so many great things but if your eyes are bigger than   your stomach you will end up in trouble.
The reward for conformity was that everyone liked you except yourself. 

Rita Mae Brown, Venus Envy 
I cannot teach you violence, as I do not myself believe in it. I can only teach you not to bow your heads before any one even at the cost of your life. 

	It may be that we are puppets-puppets controlled by the strings of society. But at least we are puppets with perception, with awareness. And perhaps our awareness is the first step to our liberation.”
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